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IL An Account of a Fourney from the Port of Orarava
in the Ifland of Tenerife to the Top of the Pile
in_that Ifland, in Auguft laft 5 with Obfervation:
thercon by Mr. J. Edens.

N Zucfday Augnft the 13th N. S, at Half an Hour

paft Ten in the Evening, I, in company of four

more Englifh and one Dutch-Man, with Horfes and Ser

vasts to’ carry our Provifion, rogether with a Guide

(which is the fame that has conducted all thofe thar have

been this Journey for many Years) fet forward from the

Port of Oratava. The Night being {omewhat cloudy,
and the Moon in the fullat 12 the Night following.

At half an Hour paft Eleven we came to the Town of
Oratava, which is about two Miles from the Port, where
we ftopt for about half an Hour, to get walking Staves to
affift us in our afcending the Steep of the Pike.

At One a-Clock on Wednefday Morning we came to
the Foot of a very fteep Rifing, about a'Mile and haif
above the Town of Oratava, where it began to clear up;
and we faw the Pike with a white Cloud covering the
Top of it like a Cap.

At Two a-Clock we came to a plain place in the
Road which the Spaniards call Dornajito en el foite verds
(the little Trough in the green Mountain) {ocall d f fup-
‘pofe becaufe a little below this Plain, on the Right hand
as we went, there is a decp Hollow ; at the upper End of
which Hollow, there is a Spour of Wood placed in a
Rock, through which theie runs very clear and cool Wa-
ter, which comes fromthe Mountains ; and at a Defcent
a lictle lower than the Spout there is a Trough into which
the Water comes. Eece At
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At Three, after travelling a Road, which was {fometimes
pretty {mooth and at other times very rough, we came to
a little wooden Crofs, by the Road fide on the Left-hand,
which the Spaniards call /s Cruz de la Solera (The Crofs
of the Solera) A Solerais a long Pole with a Hole at each
end, which the Spaniards ufe to draw Wood with, by
faftning onc end to the Wood and the other to the Oxen.
This Crofs was made with a Piece of a Solera, and for
that reafon is fo call’d, but why it was {et up in this
place I can’t tell, unlefs it was becaufe fomebody was
kill’d thereabouts. At this place we alfo faw the Pike
before us; and altho’ we had come up hill quite from
the Port, yet to our thoughts it feem’d almoft as high
here as when we were there, the white Cloud ftill hi-
ding the greateft part of the Sugar-loaf.

After riding about half a Mile further, we came tothe
fide of a Hill which was very rough and fteep, (the place
call'd Caravala ; where area great many Pine Trees that
grow on bothfides the Road for a great way, both on the
Right-hand and the Left, one of which that was clofe to
the Road, onthe Right-Hand as we went, our Guide de-
fird us to obferve ; it having a great Branch growing out,
which with che Boughs that were upon it look'd like the
Forepart of a Ship. And from the likenefs this Tree has
to a Ship I fuppefe the Place took its Name, for Caravels
{ignifies an old-fathioned Velfel formerly much ufed in
Spain, fharp before, ili {hap’d every Way, and all the
Mafts ftooping forwards ; their Sails are all Mizen Sails,
that is, Triangular; they willlye nearer the Wind than
other Sails, but arc not {o commodious to handle.
Amongf(t thefe Trecs, not a grear Heighe in the Air, we
taw the Suiphur difcharge its icif like a Squibor Serpent
made of Gua powder, the Fire running downwards in a
Strcam, and the Smoak afcending upwards from the
wiace where it firlt took Fire 5 and like this we faw ano-
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ther, whillt we lay under the Rocks the next Night at /s
Stancha, part of the way up the Pike; But I could not ob-
ferve whether either of them gave any Repore as they
difcharg’d.

At three Quarters after Four we came to the Top of
this high rough and fteep Mountain, where grows a Tree
which the Spaniards call ¢/ Pino de la Merends, The Pine-
Tree of the Afternoon’s Meal.  This isalarge Tree, and
is burnt atthe Bottom, as having had Fires made againt
it; and in the burnt place there iffues out Turpentine, a
little of which Ibrought withme. At a few Yards di-
ftance from this Tree we had a Fire made, where we
{tay’d and baited our Horfes, and breakfafted our felves.
Thefe Hills are very {andy, and there are a great many
Rabbets which breed there; There is allo much Saad
found a great way up the Pike it {elf, and not a great way
below the Foot of the Sugar-loaf, fome of which 1 brouglhi
down with me.

At Three Quarters after Five we fec forwards again,
and at Half an Hour paft Six came to the Portilloy which
in Spanith fignifies a Breach or Gap. We faw the Pike
about two Leagues and a half before us, coverd ftili
with a Cloud at Top ; and the Spaniards told us we were
come about two Leagues and a half from the Port.

At half an Hour paft Seven we came tolus Faldas, that is
the Skirts of the Pike; from whence all the way to /u
Stancha, which is about a Quarter of a Mile up from the
Foot of the Pike, we rode upon little light Stones, for
the moft part not much bigger than ones Fift ; and agreac
many not much broader than a Shilling : and if we kept
the beaten Track which was ufed before, it was not {o
deep, but if we turn'd out of it the Horfes went almoft
over their Feet. I lighted and made a Hole there, think.
ing to find how decp thefc little Stones lie, but could
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not find the Bottom ; which makes me conclude they may
covet the Ground for a great thicknefs.

There arc a great many val Rocks, fome of them two
Mile or thereat uts from the Foor of the Fike, which
the Pike-Man told us was caft out from the Top of the
Pike at the tim: it wasa Paleano ; many of them lyc in
Heaps of above threefcore Yards long, and [ oblerv’d
that the further thele Rockslye from the Feor of the Pike,
the more like they are tothe Stone of other common
Rocks: But the nearer we went to the Pike we found
them more black and folid ; and fome of them, tho’ not
many, were glofly like Flint, and all extream heavy.
Thofe that thone fo, I fuppofe, retain’d their natural Co-
Iour, butthere are fome that look like Drofs that comes
outof a Smith’s Forge, which without doubt was occa-
fioned by the extream Heat of the place they came from.

Some of thefe great Rocks werethrown out of the Cal-
d:ra or Kettle in the Top of the Pike ; and others from
a Cave or Ciftern which is a pretty way up the' fide of
the Pike, and has by {ome been thouzht to have no Boz.
tom, more of which I fhall (ay anon.

Ar Nine on Wedn:(day Morning wearrived at /u Stancha,
about a Quarter of a Milc above the Foct of the Pike on
the Eaft-fide, where are three or four large hard and fo-
iid black Rocks lodg’d : under fomz of thele we pur our
Horles, and under others we lay down our felves to flecp,
after having refrefh’d our felves with a little Wine : and
we had a Fire made in order to ger our Dinner ready,
where a Cook we took along with us both roalted and
boyled our Meat and Fowls very weil.  We flept here
for about two Hours, then rofe again, and at about Two
in the Afternoon went to dinner.

There are {evera! Mountainsthat lye Eaftward fromthe
Pike at four or five Miles Diftance, call'd the Malp-fes,
sad onzmore lying a littie more ro the Southward cali’d
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la montana de vejads 5 all which were formetly Pauleinos,
tho’ not fo great as that of the Pike, asappears by the
Rocks and {mall burnt Stones that tye near them, juft in
the {fame mansner as about the Fike.

Gall being at /4 Stazchs, after wehad dinsdwelay
down again to take 2 Nap. under the Rocks as befere
Dinner, ‘but not {ieeping very well we all got up again
the reft of them ipendmo the Afternocon at Caras, »’w
But ! made it my bufineic to admire the firangeneis "md
vaftnefi-of that great Body, which indeed is very won-
derful, infomuch that its impofTible to exprefs to one that
has never feen it, in what a manner that confufed Heap
of Rubith lyes; for it may very well be ftiled one of the
greate Y onders in the World. Abou: Six at Nighr we
faw Grand Canaria from la Stancha bearing from us E.
by N.

At Nine at Night, after having had our Suppers, we
retired to our former Lodgings, where laying Stones for
our Pillows and or Cloaks for Bed-cloaths, we endeavou-
red to get to fiecp, bur ali in vain for a great while,
Some lying pre ry nigh a Fire complain'd of being burnt
on theone fide aid ﬁoz onthe other (for the Afr wa;
very cutting ara *ha‘:fz ) Orhus happening to iyciaapiace
where there was a grezt meny Fleas; thoupn it be forme-

thing {trange thet Fiecs fhould be found ;hf""

being fo cd:‘ in the N'LH‘“ : perhiaps the Goars {
get under thefleocksand fo leove thém; 5 «md ‘
clind ro believe ir,. becaule the Guide am i ou"f a<
Goat in 2 Cavc at the \“*; topof the Pike. 1unn
this Coat firagg’ ing up here by chance wasbenigh:
{o fnding the Celd got xrm n.x ace for H “c,a, c:i:*::
rrecting withtco ﬁmd: ofiraada Ly fry irong Suipnurion

YVasourit overcarne him; for he was almoft dr\ L‘E to "":\'\
der. Putrto preceed, berwixe ? evenand Tweive we
to flcep, and ‘lepe till Onc

Ly
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us 'twas tinie to prepare for our Journcy. We immed-
atcly rofe, and by half an Hour paft Onc we were all up-
on the march; and leaving our Horfes and fome of our
Men behind, we went wvay fafting, excepiing abeur two
Mouthfulis ¢f Wine -apiece, which we took ar our up.
rifing. Betwixe /s Stanchs and the Top of the Pike there
arc two very high Mountains and the Sugar-Loaf, each
of which Mountains is aimoft half a Mile's walking : on
the firit of them the Rubbifh is more {mali, and we were
apt to {lip back as we fiept upwards. But the upper-
moit is all compofed of hard loofe rocky great Stones,
cait enc among another in a very confufed Order.  Aftex
refting f{everal times we came o the Top of the firft
Mountain, where we drank every one of us a little more
Wine, and eat cach of us a Bit of Ginger-Bread we had
amongft us. Then being pretty well refrefh’d, we fer for-
wards again to afcend the fecond Mountain, which is
higher than the firft, but is better to walk on becaufe of
the firmnefs of the Rocks. After we had travel'd for
about haif an Hour up the fecond Mountain, we came
within {ight of the Sugar-Loaf, which before we could
not {ec by rcaton of the Interpofition of thefe great Hills.
After we were arriv'd to the Top of thisfecond Mountain
we came to a way that was almoft level, but bearing fome
fmal! maccer up-hill 3 and abouc a Furlong farther is the
Foot of the Sugar-Loaf, which we {oon after came to.
Then looking upon our Watches found it to be juft three
a-Clock. The Night was clear where we were, and the
Moon fhone very bright, but below over the Sea we could
iee the Clouds, which look’d like a Valley at a prodigi-
ous Depth below us.  We had a brisk Air, the Wind be-
ing §. £.by § as it was for the moft part whillt we were

upon our Journey.
Whillt we fac arthe Foor of the Sugar- Loaf, refting and
rclrething our feives as before in other places, we faw
the
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the Smoak break out in {everal places, which at firft look’d
like little Clouds, but they foon vanifh’d, others not long
after coming in their room from the fame or other
places.

We fer forwards to afcend the laft and fteepeit part of
our Journey, wiz. the Sugar-Loaf, exadliy at half an
Hour paft Three, and after we had refted twice or thrice,
I left the Guide and the reft of my Company, and ran for-
wards 5 and when I was got very nigh the Top (which
was at three quarters after Three) two more of the Com-
pany deferted, and came up about Five Minutes after me ;
the reft of the Company and the Guide coming up to the
Top juft at Four.

The Shape of the Top of the Pike is partly oval, the
longeft Diameter lying N.N.W. and S.S.E, and is as
nigh as I could guefs, about 140 Yards long; the Breadth
the other way being about r10. Within the Top of the
Pike is a very deep Hole call'd the Caldera (or Kettle) the
deepeft part of which lyes at the Sesth End : it is [ be-
lieve 4 Yards deep, reckoning from the higheft fide of
the Pike : but it is abundance fthallower reckoning from the
fide oppofite to Garachica. The fides of this Kettle are
very f{teep, in [eme places as {teep as the Defcent on the
outfide of the Sugar-Loaf. At the Botrom of this Kettle
we all were, where lye a great many very large Stones,
fome of them higher than our Heads. The Earth thacis
within {ide the Kertie, being roll’d up long "and pur to 2
Candle, will burn iike Brimftone. Several places withia
fide the Top of the Pike are burning, ason the Outfide;
and in fome places if you turn up the Stones you’'ll find
very fine Brimftone or Sulphur fticking to them. Atthefe
Holes where the Smoak comes out there alfo comes forth
a great Heat, {0 hot that one cannot endure one’s Hand
there long. At the N by E. {ide within the Top is the
Cave where we found the dead Goar; in which Cave

2 {fometimes
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ijometimes the criie Spirit of Sulphur diftills, aschey fay,
but it cid not crop whilit I was there.

The Report 15 faiie about the Difficulty of breathing
upca tiz Tep olthin slace 5 for we breaih'd as well as 1f
we had heen beiow = we eat our Breakfail chere, and I was
up in g forabsut rwo Hours ind & quarer.

Withour doubt the Quickiliver wovid have fell very
much vpon this high place, if I bad had bur the good
forcune to have ger a coupie of Barometer. to try. But
there is no fuch thing in this {fland, and i was fearful of
not gerting Company in the mind te go up wich me ano-
ther Y ear (for to go up by ones feif 1s very chargeable)
clic T wouid have ient to England to have been {fupply’d,
tho the Expence had comeall out of my own Focket.

Before the Sun rofe ! think the Air was as cold as I have
-known it in England, inthe fharpeft Froft [ wasever in; I
could fearcely endure my Gloves off.  There was a great
Dew all the while we were there till Sun rifing, which
we ceuld find by the Wetnel(s of our Cloa.hs 5 but the
Skyv iook’d thereabouts as clear as potiible.

A little after Sun rifing we faw the Shadow of the
Pike upon the Sea, reaching over the ifland of Gowmera 5
and the Shadow of the upper part, viz. of the Sugar-loaf,
we faw imprinted like another Pike in the Sky it felf,
which look’d very furprizing: but the Air being cloudy
below us, we {aw nonc of the other Iflands but Grand
Caparia and Gomera.

At {ix on Thurfday Morning we came down from the
Top of the Sugar-I oaf; at feven we came to the Ciftern
of Water which is reported to be without Bottom : this
the Guide (ays is falfe, for abour feven or eight Years
@go when there was a great #ulcano in this Country, the
Cave wasdry and he walk’d all abour it, and faid that
the deepelt parcof Water, when we were there, was not
sbove two Fatioms.

2 The
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The Dimenlioas of this Cave [ guels to be at follows
Length about 35 Yards

Breadth 12
Ordinary Depth 14 'rom Top to Bortom,

Upon the furthermoft fide grows whize 3i0d, whut
the Pikeman told us was Salt-Peter. There was bori ice
and Snow in it when we were there - and the Ice was of a
great Thicknefs covered with Water about Knee decp.
We let down a Bottle at the End of a String for {om: ot
the Water, in which we put fome Sugar and drank ir, but
it was the coldeft 1 ever drank in my Lifc. The ies
was broken juft under the Mouth of it, where we couid
fee the Stones lye atthe Bottom, for it was very cicar. A
little to-the Right-hand within this Cave the lce was rifen
up in a high heap, in formofa Spire Stecpie or iike a Su-

ar-Loaf ; and in this place 1 believe the Warer comces in.
I thould have been glad to have come at it, roict down
a Line to try whether there may not be (ome Hole that
the Guide knows notof, that may be of a grear Depch.

In our way home, we came by a Cave three or four
Miles from the Pike, where are a great many Skeletons
and Bones of Mecn ; and fome fay there are the Bones of
Giants in this Cave, but we know not how many Bodies
are laid here, nor how far the Cave may go. I intend {God
willing) to go again before I leave the Ifland, and then
I'll take a Light with me and fee what Difcoveries 1 can
make.

We came home to the Port at about {ix a-Clock this
Evening, being Thur[day Auguft 15.1715. N.S.

Whoever reads this, I hope, will pardon theFaules my
Pen may have committed, for [ was forc'd to write all
Night; the Ship being to fail the next Morning, and I have
not time to examing it.
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